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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (induding withdrawn daims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered daims are indicated with daim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlinlno and deleted text with strik e th rough . The status of each 
daim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please CANCEL claims 3 and 4 and AMEND daims 1 , 6-8, 1 1 and 12 in accordance 
with the following: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A book management apparatus for managing book stocks of a 
plurality of libraries through a network, comprising: 

book stock information management means for managing book stock information which 
is infonnation about book stocks of individual libraries; 

bibliographic information management means for managing bibliographic information 
comprising attributes of books managed by sard book stock information managenr^ent means; 

loan infonnation management means for managing loan information about^loan of the 
book stocks of the individual libraries^ 

ordering information management means for manaQlnq ordering infonTiation_on books 
newly ordered from the individual libraries: 

orderino means for pladna an order with a book wholesaler based on the ordering 
information managed bv the ordering Information management means: 

oollation information receiving means for receiving collation information derived when a 
book ordered bv the ordering means Is accessioned bv a con^esponding library: and 

oollation infonmation transmitting means for transmitting the collation information received 
bv the collation information receiving means to the wholesaler . 

2. (Original) The book management apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein when loan 
of a book is conducted between different libraries, said loan information management means 
enables a predetermined library to modify the loan information of another library. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Cancelled) 
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5. (Original) The book management apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising 
loan reserving means for registering a book ordered by said ordenng means in said book stock 
Information management means as an uncollated book and permitting loan of the book to be 
reserved even if the book Is not yet delivered. 

6. (Currently Amended) The book management apparatus according to claim 
wherein said ordering means places an order at a price reduced in accordance with an order 
quantity. 

7. (Currently Amended) The book management apparatus according to dalm I[4]]_1 , 
further comprising reduced price estimating means for looking up the ordering informatfen 
managed by said ordering information management means, to estimate a reduced price of a 
book which a library is going to order, 

8: (Currently Amended) The book management apparatus according to dalm 
further comprising statistical information generating means for looking up the loan information 
managed by said loan irrformation management means or the ordering information managed by 
said ordering information management means, to generate statistical information about loan or 
ordering of books: and 

providing means for provkling the statistical information generated by said statistical 
information generating means to the individual libraries. 

9. (Original) The book management apparatus according to daim 1, further comprising 
request receiving means for receiving a request from a user; 

searching means, responsive to reception of a request for search for a book by said 
request receiving means, for searching Uie book stock infonnation for information about a 
matching book; and 

search result transmitting means for transmitting a result of seanjh by said searching 
means to the user from whom the request has been received. 

10. (Original) The book management apparatus according to claim 9, further comprising 
keyword registration means for registering a predetermined keyword if book stock information 
matching the book was not found by said searching means; and 
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newly registered [nformation transmitting means, responsive to new registration into the 
book stock infomiation of a book matching the keyword registered by said keyword registration 
means, for transmitting the newly registered infomnatlon about the book to a user with respect to 
whom the keyword has been registered. 

11 . (Currently Amended) A book management method for managing book stocks of a 
plurality of libraries through a network, comprising: 

g - beek - otook information managomont otop of managing book stock information wh i oh -i s 
I nformotion a bout book stocks of individual libraries; 

o - bibi i ogroph i o - informat i on - mqnagQmcnt otop of managing bibliographic infomiation 
comprising attributes of books managed in soid t)ook^tock infomiation manag e m e nt s t e p the 
managing: end 

0 l oon information nxinagomont stop of managing loan information about_a loan of the 

book stocks of the individual libraries; 

managing orderina informationi on books newly.ordered from the individual libraries: 
olacing an order with a book wholesaler based on the managed ordering information: 
receiving collation information derived when an ordered book is accessioned by a 

cornesponding libran/: and 

transmitting the received collation information to the wtiolesaler . 

12. (Currently Amended) A computerHreadable recording medium r e cording storing a 
program for causing a computer to perform a process of managing book stocks of a plurality of 
libraries through a network, wherein the computer is caused to funotioft a s perfonn at least 

book ctoGk information managprnont moans for managing book stock information wh i ch 
i s i nfomi a tio H-about book stocks of individual librariesTi 

bib li ographic information manqgomcnt moons - for -managing bibliographic information 
comprising attributes of books managed by the book stock information managem e nt m e ans in 
the managinq rand: 

toon -i hfbrmotion manag e m e nt m e an s for managing loan information about_a loan of the 
book stocks of the indMdual libraries; 

managing ordering information on books newlv ordered from the individual libraries: 

Placing an order with a book wholesaler, based on the managed ordering information; 

receiving collation infomiation derived when an ordered book is accessioned by a 
corresponding library: and 
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transmittinqjthe received CQllation infbmnation to the wholesaler . 
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